
St. Jude Sanctuary Remodel Committee 
 
Opening 
 
The St. Jude Sanctuary Remodel Committee met on Tuesday, September 20, 2022, at 6 p.m. in 
the St. Jude Community Center. The meeting was opened by Fr. Nick March, and Michelle 
Tressel gave the opening prayer. The following members were present: Fr. Nick March, Michelle 
Tressel, Gary Strauss, Scott LeGrand, and Carol Cunningham. 
 
The minutes of the August 30 meeting were accepted.  
 
Reflections On The Three Aspects Of Our Method 
 
Readings. The committee members shared some of the ideas that they learned from the 
readings that were done. The most prominent of those ideas included a preference that the top 
of the altar be made of stone, that the tabernacle be visible from all areas of the church, that 
the presider’s chair be facing the congregation, and the presence of a crucified Christ.  
 
Visits to Churches. Gary Strauss visited nine churches in the area and prepared a chart on 
which he summarized his findings in seven different areas: altar location and construction, 
presence of risen or crucified Christ, tabernacle location, sanctuary flooring, location and 
construction of presider’s chair, location and construction of ambo, location of railings on steps 
of sanctuary. The summary showed that while there are some areas of consistency, there are 
differences among the churches as well. For example, all nine churches had a crucified Christ, 
but there was variation in all the other areas noted. There was a discussion about the best way 
to share this information with the congregation. No decision was made at this time. 
 
Survey. The surveys are due on September 27; therefore, it was decided that the committee 
would focus only on the flooring and the placement of the tabernacle until after the surveys 
have been read and tabulated.  
 
Report on Flooring Vendors 
 
Gary reported that a representative of Schumacher’s had visited the church and had discussed 
various options for flooring along with broad estimates of costs. Hardwood and ceramic tile are 
the most expensive at an estimated cost of $40,000, luxury vinyl plank would cost about 
$30,000, and roll carpet or carpet tiles would cost about $20,000.  
 
The committee looked at samples and discussed the pros and cons of each. Hardwood would 
look more natural with the stone background, is durable, and can be sanded and refinished in 
the future. Ceramic tile is more complicated to repair or replace. Luxury vinyl plank would be 
glued down and individual planks could be replaced if damaged; however, it would not have the 
same rich look or durability that hardwood does. The church has had experience with roll 
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carpet and carpet tiles and knows some of the advantages and limitations. Carpet will show 
wear and damaged areas cannot be repaired or replaced easily. Carpet tiles allow damaged 
areas to be replaced easily. The concern with carpet tiles is that the seams will be very visible 
and would not provide the appropriate look for the area. Carpeted steps would provide a better 
surface for kneeling, while cushions could be used for other surfaces. 
 
Location of Tabernacle 
 
Various ideas have been discussed concerning placement of the tabernacle in the sanctuary. In 
looking at the space available, placement behind the altar between the main artwork and the 
Risen Christ seems to be the best location. The committee will investigate the possibility of 
creating a recessed niche in the stone wall along with lighting to form an appropriate space for 
the tabernacle. 
 
Action Plan  
 
Before the next meeting, the following activities will be conducted: 
 

• Committee members will identify areas in the readings that would be good to use for 
informing the parish about guidelines that affect the remodel project. 

• Fr. Nick will investigate how a niche could be created in the stone wall for possible 
tabernacle placement. 

• The survey will be concluded and results will be used to talk more seriously about the 
scope of the project, including placement of the tabernacle. 

 
Closing 
 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, October 13, 2022, at 6 p.m. in the Conference 
Room. 
 
The meeting closed with prayer at 8:05 p.m. 
 
       Carol Cunningham 
       Committee Secretary 
 

 


